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From left to right: Joel Third, Patty Linnon, Paula Curry, Karen McChesney, Diana Martin,
Hilary Micalizzi, Sara Champion, Rhonda Hill, Sarah Baudendistel, Jenn Hansen, Phyllis
Robertson, and Paul Schmidt. Missing are Christine Boris and Elise Haas.

Vision
To be the region’s preferred historic site for interpreting centuries of lived

experiences and their larger meaning in the history of New England and
the nation.

Mission
The Keeler Tavern Museum & History Center:

1. Explores the site’s lives and events and the insights they provide into
centuries of our national experience, and

2. Interprets their contemporary relevance for our shared citizenship and
civic culture.

We pursue this mission by preserving and protecting the museum’s physical
and intellectual assets and sharing them with the widest possible audience,
whether on our campus or through programs of outreach.
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In September 2021, KTM&HC Board President Rhonda Hill gathered with
community leaders to officially unveil the Gilbert Walking Tour interpretive
signage, which was generously underwritten by the Ridgefield Thrift Shop. From
left to right: KTM&HC Executive Director Hildegard Grob; Ridgefield Arts Council
member Amy Hall Casey; Ridgefield Economic and Community Development
Commission member Susan Gessner; Ridgefield First Selectman Rudy Marconi;
KTM&HC Chief Curator Catherine Prescott; Aldrich Contemporary Art Museum

Executive Director Cybele Malone; KTM&HC Board President Rhonda Hill;
Ridgefield Arts Council members Andrew Okrongly and Joseph Collin; and
Ridgefield Thrift Shop President Patricia Hellman.

LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

I\/I uch energy has been dedicated this
year to the reinterpretation of KTM&HC’s
history and to installing “back office”
systems that enable better and more efficient
processes to do the work that supports the
museum — lots of changes, all with the goal of
continuing to provide relevant and meaningful
programming and education for our regional
community.

This is nothing new for the Board of Directors.

Through the years, each has worked to create
a museum space that encourages visitors to
learn about history. Changes through the
years have laid the foundation for the work
done in this past fiscal year. At the end of this
June, five long-term directors retired from
their tenure on the Board, and it is appropriate
that | remind our members of some of the
highlights of their contributions.

Karen McChesney was a member of the
inaugural Board of Directors. She supported
the vision for the organization and from

the beginning has helped share KTM&HC's
treasures with visitors through the exhibits
that she arranged.

Elise Haas was the driving force behind
the construction of the brick building that
serves as an entrance to the historic Garden

House. The addition of that building provided
restrooms, a dressing room, and a kitchen to

support activities in the lovely Garden House.
Elise was also critical to creating A View from
the Inn, which brings Anna Marie Resseguie’s
diary to life and provides the basis of many of
the stories we still tell today.

When Phyllis Robertson joined the Board, she
recognized that KTM&HC was not sustainable
without additional fundraising. She created
the long-running Antiques and Treasures sale,
chaired the Christmas Luncheons for over 30
years, and started Colonial Days, Camp for Kids
(now Keeler Kids), and the Spring Gala. These
activities have added hundreds of thousands
of dollars to our treasury over the years,
allowing our organization to grow.

Joel Third presided during a major restoration
and improvement period, when significant
work was done on every building on the
campus. He also oversaw the purchase of the
152 Main Street lot, reuniting the site to the
original Keeler property, and transformed the
site’s building from the former Cass Gilbert
Library into the Visitor Center, business offices,
and state-of-the-art archival spaces.

Hilary Micalizzi combined her love of history
and creativity with impressive organizational

skills, creating annual programs such as the
American Doll teas, “Twas the Night Before
Christmas, Polar Express, the WWI 100th
anniversary celebration, and the Scarecrow
Contest. She also brought the popular Ghosts
of Ridgefield tours to their new home at
KTM&HC and has been instrumental in
providing quality programs to our community.

The people who left the Board at the end of
this fiscal year provide great examples of how
KTM&HC has evolved. Each built on what
others had done and expanded and grew

the programs and the stories we tell. | am
confident that, when we look back on today,
we will understand how the organization built
on the foundation that they laid, continuing
to grow and provide relevant programs for
our audiences.

It has been my sincere privilege and honor

to serve as the KTM&HC Board president
these last three years. | know | am leaving it in
better hands with Sara Champion as our new
president.
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Rhonda Hill, Board President



Throughout Fiscal Year 2022, KTM&HC staff and volunteers have been working on

a major reinterpretation project, funded by a significant grant from the National
Endowment for the Humanities. As part of the project, the team — with the guidance
of consultant Shannon Burke — conceptualized, developed, and prototyped a new tour.
“War at Home” examines the Battle of Ridgefield from the perspective of the members
of the Keeler household, including the experiences of Timothy and Esther Keeler and
Betty Isaac. At right, interpreter Olivia Berenson leads a focus group of the tour —
one of the ways we sought and incorporated feedback from the community.

LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

n Fiscal Year 2022, our world —and our
museum — continued adjusting to the impacts
of 2020: the pandemic public health crisis,
the Black Lives Matter movement, and the
contested elections. With these history-making
moments in mind, we reassessed old assump-
tions, conventional narratives, and customary
practices to chart KTM&HC’s “new normal.”
We embarked on several initiatives across our
organization that continue as priorities today.

With the support of a National Endowment
for the Humanities grant, we began a major
reinterpretation project, reimagining more
inclusive, representative storytelling and build-
ing deeper commitment to diversity, equity,
accessibility, and inclusion (DEAI). We identified
themes and strategies to connect audiences,
collections, the site, and our former residents’
stories in a cohesive and engaging narrative.
Following museum best practices, we were

transparent about our journey and incorpo-
rated genuine community engagement,
helping visitors know to expect critical thinking
and discussion at our site.

To provide institutional foundations to
support our reinterpretation, we spent time
refining governance and undergoing board
development — the latter generously
underwritten by a grant from Connecticut
Humanities. To grow and thrive, we must
invest in our internal practices. The renewed
emphasis on creating intentional governance
and board practices has been a rewarding and
clarifying effort.

This prioritization of strengthening our
infrastructure took two other forms in FY22:
installing a new digital platform for data
processing and customer management, and

a physical campus project. For the former, we
adopted Altru, a platform that allows us to
centralize, simplify, and make more efficient
the work we do to manage information at our
museum. Several staff and board members

KTM&HC Executive Director Hildegard
Grob and Thrown Stone Theatre Company
Co-Artistic Director Jonathan Winn pose at
the start of the “Suburbs” roving theater
production, held in the KTM&HC historic
walled garden, in September 2021.

underwent months of training to learn
the new system and better configure our
operational practices, with great results.

Additionally, and again in conjunction with
our interpretive emphasis on DEAI, in FY22 we
developed the master plan for our ambitious
physical campus integration and accessibility
project. These are both stated goals of our
Capital Campaign launched in 2016 for the
purchase of 152 Main Street. The master
plan addresses driveways, parking, walkways,
lighting, landscaping, and signage: elements
that will make KTM&HC more welcoming and
accessible for all visitors.

And finally, in FY22 we continued to look to
the future, strategizing about how to best
build lasting community partnerships and
engage audiences in conversations about
America’s upcoming 250th anniversary. We're
excited to move forward with the support

of our staff, board, and volunteers. A special
thank you to Rhonda Hill, whose board presi-
dency during FY22 was crucial to our recovery
and will leave a lasting impression for years
to come.
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Hildegard Grob, Executive Director



FINANCES

n FY22, our operating expenses were about
$300,000 higher than the prior year —and
that’s good news! Those increased expenses
reflect our return to “normal operations” as
well as some important transformations in
how we fulfill our mission. We brought staffing
back up to pre-pandemic levels and added
part-time positions thanks to grants from the
National Endowment for the Humanities and
Connecticut Humanities. We also committed
to providing more diverse and robust
programs, and we caught up with important
maintenance initiatives.

We’'re fortunate to have a variety of revenue
sources — most of which have increased year
over year —to support our efforts. Thank you
to our donors, members, and grant funders
who have helped us recover, grow, and thrive!
In addition to revenue generated by ticketed
events, we’ve been able to take advantage
of a number of grants: the CT Summer at the
(pT 5 Museum grant that provided
Lo free admission all summer
to Connecticut kids is a great
example of this. Grants can be
unpredictable in timing and
amount, but we have solid
relationships with grantors, allowing us to
better plan.

Admission ror Kids
Connecticut

We do rely on investment income to cover
our operating costs, while closely monitoring
market volatility.

Looking to FY23, we've adopted a budget sim-

SOURCES OF OPERATIONAL SUPPORT

&

Grants $157,893
General Development 182,649
Fundraising Events 127,336
Rentals 185,746
Admissions, Programs & Education 45,969
Use of Investment Income 100,597
Total $800,190
M Grants
M General Development
M Fundraising Events
M Rentals
B Admissions, Programs & Education
I Use of Investment Income
OPERATIONAL EXPENSES
Direct Program & Fundraising Costs $129,152
Staff Payroll 279,610
Maintenance & Collections 114,531
Office & Technology 103,630
Accounting, Professional & Banking 28,825
Insurance & Utilities 85,127
Marketing 16,527
Interest 42,788
I Direct Program & Fundraising Costs
—_— | Staff Payroll
Total SSOO, 190 B Maintenance & Collections

W Office & Technology

W Accounting, Professional & Banking
M Insurance & Utilities

M Marketing

W Interest

ilar to last year’s and are on track to maintain
that. We're excited to continue with a strong
emphasis on reinterpretation and capaci-
ty-building, improving how we tell stories and
serve our communities’ needs.

The financial results charted here are
for operations only and exclude overall
investment activity, Capital Campaign
contributions, and capital investments
in property and equipment.
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Neal Cavallo

Congratulations, Joel Third!
Our recipient of the 2022 Cannonball Award
for his many outstanding contributions to KTM&HC!

Keeler Tavern 7kMuseum

and History Center
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1. KTM&HC Chief Curator Catherine Prescott, volunteer Vincent Conyers, and
Curator of Exhibitions Karen McChesney welcome the first visitors to the Tying the
Knot: Ridgefield Weddings in the 20th Century exhibit in October 2021.

2. At the May 2022 Gala — a major fundraising success for KTM&HC — guests Phillip
and Christine Lodewick and Dan Sheehan enjoy dinner in the beautiful walled garden.

3. Director of Education Melissa Houston leads the “Colonial Life” school program for
Ridgefield fourth graders in April 2022.

4. Students get ready for a fun day of programs at KTM&HC in May 2022. We were so
excited to welcome students back onsite after a long hiatus due to the pandemic!

5. Dr. Leslie Lindenauer, professor of history from Western Connecticut State
University, presents her site history to KTM&HC stakeholders in November 2021. Her
research helped identify areas for interpretation and research that have informed our
reinterpretation project.

6. Volunteer and school docent Beth Hancock demonstrates sachet-making to students
in an April 2022 program.

7. Volunteer Hilary Micalizzi runs the popular Barn Tag Sale in the historic carriage
barn, held in late March.

”

8. Attendees fill the historic garden for the September 2021 opening night of “Suburbs,
Thrown Stone Theatre Company’s innovative outdoor roving theater production.

9. We were excited to present highschooler Sara Hansen with the Bettie Jane
Third Scholarship in May for her volunteerism at KTM&HC. Pictured: Joel Third and
Sara Hansen.

10. Paula Curry and John Bradley, both KTM&HC interpreters, provide tours for visitors
of all ages — even in snowy February!

11. Actor Gregg Cork portrays historic Ridgefield figure Ned Armstrong at the second
annual Ghosts of Ridgefield in October 2021. These specialty tours highlight notable
individuals in local history — and sell out every year!

12. At the 28th annual Cannonball Gala, held in May 2022, we honored Joel Third for
his many contributions to KTM&HC over the years.

13. In August 2021, KTM&HC staff and board members listen to restoration specialist
Jan Desiato talk about his findings as he restored siding on the historic tavern.



This list recognizes the many people whose contributions
are the heartbeat of KTM&HC, and which might take the
form of finances, in-kind donations, volunteer energy—or all

three. All gifts acknowledged here were received between

July 1, 2021 and June 30, 2022. If your employer matched

your donation, and/or you paid for membership, your name

appears in the category that captures the combined total.

Payments to the capital campaign made during the fiscal year

are also reflected in these totals. Please direct corrections to

the Museum office.

$20,000 and Up

Anna-Maria and Stephen Kellen
Foundation

Catholic Community Foundation of
Los Angeles

Connecticut Humanities

Connecticut Office of the Arts

Estate of Jeanne M. Cook

National Endowment for the
Humanities

Joan Payden &

$10,000 to $19,999

Rhonda Hill % ¥

$5,000 to $9,999

Christine and Jeffrey Boris % ¥

Antoinette Brennan

Doug and Karen Cushnie
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JMJ Foundation
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Philip and Christine Lodewick %
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Preservation Connecticut
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Phyllis and John Robertson & ¥

Sarah Tod Fund
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Schwab Charitable

Ted and Lori Seibert

Sabina Slavin %
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State of CT
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Vanguard Charitable

Richard and Carol Vazzana @&
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Ameriprise Financial
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Stacy Fujiwara
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Brenda and Kerry McKinley
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Davis and Nancy Selander %
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Sunburst Plumbing & Heating %
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Union Savings Bank

David Smith and Maria Victor-Smith



$100 to $499

Leigh Abear %

Kay Ables %

Allianz Life Insurance Company of
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Ann and Mark Batchelder %
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Jenn and Jeff Hansen % ¥
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Barbara and Steve Hartman % ¥
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Thomas and Janet Himmelright
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Karen Holseth-Broekema

Janis & Alan Menken Charity Fund
Barbara Jennes %

Craig Johnson

Bob and Beverley Jones %
Diana Karish % ¢

Alex and Patricia Karsanidi
Raymond Keefe %

Robert H. Keeler %

Ronald and Debra Keeler %
Sidney and Jill Kelley %

Christine Kilkenny %

Ann Kopp and Ted Lebouthillier %
Maureen and Tom Kozlark %
Cheryn and John Kwasnik %
Lesley Lambton %

Megan and Jeff Lee %
Catherine and Graeme Lipper % ¥
Christine Lippincott %
Jacqueline Lisk

Patrice and Michael Lordi %
Rich Lull %

Ceci Maher

Marilyn Maneri % ¥

Karen McChesney % §
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Beth Meagher
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John and Elaine Noonan % ¥
Thomas and Mary Ann O’Grady
OHDesign3 %
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Judi Pankenier % ¥
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Sandy Powell %
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Suzanne Rieve

Theresa Roese % ¥

Kelsey Rollinson
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Jack and Sally Sanders %

Theresa Santoro

Lia and Steven Scammon %

Darcy and Sam Scatterday % ¥

Lenore Schneider %
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Alice Schroeder % ¥

Mary and Richard Schumann %

Suzanne Scoville and David
Sederholt %

Dan and Barbara Sheehan

Edward and Patricia Sherrick

Colette Shulman %

Philip and Jane Sine %

Lynda and John Somma % ¥

Sons of the Revolution in the State
of New York, Inc./Fraunces
Tavern® Museum

Alvin and Patti Spindler % ¥

Jay and Beth Steele % ¥

Charlotte Stephenson

Helen Stevens %

Erika Talesnik

Peggy Thomas %

Maureen Tucker % ¥

Dolores Tufariello

Julius and Georgine Tulipani %

Michael and Gail Twomey %

Peter and Lisa Vanderminden %

Gilbert Weber

Grace Weber

Joe and Eileen White %

David and Noana Whitehead %

Robert and Andrea Whitton

Anne Willett %

Jessica and David Williams %

JoAnn Williams %

Alan and Susan Winsor %

Mary and Tom Wolf %

Stephen and Wendy Wooters

John and Christine Zidik %



Up to $100

Ralph Ablon &

Sanford Abramson
Jessica Aframe

Laura Agisim % ¥
Raelene Ali %

Rasha Alnaibari

Dalia Amr

Pamela Anderson

Jan Angrave-Purdy
Jennifer Aracena
Christine Argueta
Donald and Lorraine Armagnac %
Rhonda Heise Asher
Margaret Austell

Tara Axler

Kirsten Ayaz

Lynda Baer

Kevin Bailey

Libby Baker

Michael Barbieri
Maureen Bartlett
Vernon and Nancy Beck %
Ellen Becker %

Lindsay Bensenhaver
Sarah Berkley

Britt Bishop

Clara and Randy Black ©¥
Jean Boland

Mary and Donald Bostwick % ¢
Jennifer Brakenwagon
Steve Braun

Judy Breidinger

Elyse Brodie

Steve and Kim Brodovicz
Jordan Burke

Patricia Butler %

Bonnie Butler %

Peter Buxbaum

Gregory Byrne

Robert and Linda Camera
Laurence Campbell
Marie Carter

Sandra Casey

Emily and William Casolo
Cassandra Castorino
Cheryl Caudill

Michael Cech %

Eric and Maria Christensen
Lisa Cirincione

Judith Clark

Barbara Cmiel %

Amy Colbert

Rebecca Coldwell

Susan Cole %

Sharon Collins % ¥
Catherine Connors

Mary Conroy

Vincent Conyers % ¥
Robert and Amanda Cordano
John and Elaine Couri &%
Laura Coury

Elsie Craig %

Barbara Crane

Chris Cuhsnick %

Kathleen Curry

Louise Dages %

Alta Dale

Lauren Dannenberg

Amy Day

Kelsey DePalo

Jerilyn Deveau

Stephanie DiPietro

Olivia Dobson

Amy Dolan

Denise Dunn

Jennifer Egas

Audrey Eismann

Lucretia Ekonomides

Jon and Barbara Elkow
Anne and Richard Ellsworth
Bonnie Emmerich

Holly Endee

Judith English

Inga Engstrom %
Katherine Ernau and James Fleig
Irina Esitashvili

Stephanie Fagan

Diane Falconieri

John Falino

Clancy Fauntleroy

Lynn Felici-Gallant and Paul Gallant %
Dorothy Fielder %

Jim and Marilyn Finklea
Barry and Patti Fisher %

% Member during FY 2021-2022

Beulah and John Fisher %
Orna Fomin

Ashley Forte

Susan Fortunato % ¥
Whitney Freeman-Kemp
Daniel and Debbie French &
Laura Fried %

Alex Fumelli

Karen Gale

James and Patricia Gareau
Debrah and Matthew Gershner
Richard and Evelyn Godbout
Wayne Goldman %

Robyn Goldman

Steven Goldman

Cheryl L Graham

Jackie Greer

Denise Grier

Mary Griffiths

Barbara Grimley

John Grissmer &

Natalie Gros

Lori Guarnera

Elise and Jay Haas & @
Rosemary Hacker

Ann Haddad

Kim Hanna

Palma Harman

Stephen and Ann Harrington %
Jean Hartnett

Fran Head % ¥

TC Hoffman

Erin Hogan

John Holt

Joanne Hudson %

Jaclyn Jeselnik

Katherine Ann Johnson %
Cathy Jones

Michael Jones

Beverly Jones

Karen Pulver

Richard Kasuli &
Stephanie Katz

Robert B. Keeler %

Peter Keeler %

Elaine Kelemen %
Catherine Kelly

Bonnie Kelly

¥ Volunteer @ Life Member

Laura Kent

Sally Kernan

Arlyn Kilduff

Victor Klebanoff and Danielle
Greenberg

Ellen Klein

Karen Kopec % ¥

Caroline Kravath

Pat and Gary Kriss

David Kubiak

Susan Kweskin %

Darrian Lacey

Kaye Lane

Kendra Latauska

Nancy Libby

Joyce Ligi %

Patricia Ligos

Christy Llanos

Nancy Loomis

Joan Lunoe

Bill Lutzius %

Suzanne MacAvoy %

Elizabeth Mackie

Marie and Frank Madden %

Tom Madden %

Linda Maggs %

Cindy Mahan

Michele Mahland %

Dency Mann

Helen Mannis and Fritz Mundorff %

Melanie Markoski

Daniela Masi

Lisa Mayberry

Jo Ann McAvoy-Delahunt

Patricia McCarthy

Kim McCarty

Doreen McGehee

Susan McGourthy % ¥

Stacy McGratty

Dana McNerney

Darleen Meier

Rita Mercedes %

Carolyn Meyers %

Megan Michitsch

Ann Marie Midland

Pam Miller

Nancy Miller %

Anthony and Jacqueline Molligo %



Luba Molnar % ¢

Diane Mongiardo

Nancy and Donald Moore %
Matthew Moore

Greg and Beth Moreau

Lynn Mullen % @

Kausheek Nandy

Claudia Nerreau
Newcomers Club of Ridgefield
Monnie Newman %

Cris Nichols

Sharon Nisch

Catherine Nolte

Deborah Q’Brien %

William and Beverly Osgood %
Krista Oftis

Rebecca Owczarzak

Grace and Richard Owczarzak %
John Papa % ¥

Christine Parsons

Jason and Alana Peck
Claude Petit

Lorenzo Petroni

Gregory Pings

Nicole Protomastro

Lesley Pugner

Linda Rawles

Kathleen Richards %
Frederick Rivard

Muriel Roberts

Pat Roche %

Jacob Rosengarten

Robert Roth

Anne Runge

Linda Saalman

Fru and David Saily % ¥
Diane Salek

Valentino Sammarco
Ingeborg Sands %

Anthony Santos

Rita Schaffer %

Jennifer Schenkel

Scott Schneider &

Kathryn Schumann %

Ellen Scott %

Raymond and Catherine Sementini
Darla Shaw % ¥

Kara Shepherd

Allison Shepherd

Paul and Jan Siegel %
Erica Sommerer

Joann Spence %
Jacqueline Stefanak
Teresa Steneken

Carol Stenhouse
Stephanie Stewart
Carol Stoddard &
Charles and Doria Stover %
Judith and Rob Strom %
Yumi Tanaka

Samantha Tanner

Erin Tetrault

Barbara Thole
Margaret Thompson %
Pat Thorn

Patricia Thuon

Dana Tolbert

Carol Tolonen

Susanna Trudeau

Brian and Paula Varney
Ruth Vazquez
Anastasia von Raison
Rosie Voulgaris

Grace Waag

Jed Waldo

Robin Wall

Karen Warhit

Mary Weise

Martha Weiss

Diane Wendel

Erika White

Susan Williams
Jonathan Winn and Amanda Curtain
Renee Witterstaetter
Virginia Witucke %
Marylou Worrall %
Elena Yakovleva

Beth and Janet Yanity %
Caitlin Ziemak

Donna Zurzola

Volunteers

Carol and Ed Baird
Gretchen Baudendistel
Evelyn Boris

Jack and MaryAnn Boyce
Gladys Brogan

Laurel Carey

Donna Case

Anne Cook

Marie and Richard Crai
Joann DeBlasis

Chris DiElsi

Alison Doucet

Beverly Faulds

Peter and Maryann Grierson
Karen and Cliff Heidinger
Gary and Nancy Holland
Skylar Kleinman

Kevin and Susan Lally
Ursula Lombardi

Gabby Martin

Cora Meres

Kathy and Robert Moriarty
Mary Morrisroe

Felicia Paduano

Nancy and Thomas Riedy
Naomi Shapiro

Pearce Steele

Joan Stefura

Ginny Stoeffel

Tamia Sullivan

Anthony Villaneuva

ndsOn
History

Theeading the Needle:
Fiom Field to Fabric.
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Matching Gift Companies

Chevron Corporation
GitHub

IBM

Mastercard

In-Kind Donors

Cheryl Patterson-Zaic
Colonial Cleaners

Hilary Micalizzi

Josh Fischer Design

Sean O’Kane AIA Architect, PC
Sturges Brothers, Inc.

Susan Scala

Friends Lost

We note with sadness the passing of
the following friends:

Mary Anne Baldwin
David Campbell
Elsie Craig

Michele Mahland
Vincent Maneri
Walter Slavin
George Stueck
Jane Troy

Edna Weber
Angelyn Williams

Tribute Gifts

In Honor of

Sara Champion
Cheryl Crowl
Joel Third

In Memory of

David Daubenspeck
Charlie Pankenier
George Stueck
Jane Troy

Edna Weber
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“All museums should be like the Keeler! Love the
incorporation of different perspectives. Thought-
provoking and made me curious, which is what one
hopes for in a museum.”

- A KTM&HC Visitor

Keeler Tavern Museum

and History Center




