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Front row, left to right: Cheryl Patterson-Zaic*, Sara Champion*, Leslie Lindenauer*,
Rhonda Hill*, Maggie Mclintire*. Back row, left to right: Mike Twomey, Paul Schmidt*,
David Yaun*, Tom Casey, Eric Johnson*, Mark Seavy. Missing from photo: Vincent Conyers*,
Paula Curry*, Jenn Hansen*, Patty Linnon*, Kathy Love

* FY24 BOD member

Vision

We strive to be a trusted and dynamic center of learning, committed to
building the narrative about our site’s and nation’s history. We aim to
promote engagement, curiosity, and critical thinking about the varied
experiences that have shaped — and continue to shape — our communities.

Mission

Keeler Tavern Museum & History Center preserves and interprets our site’s
historic buildings, robust collections, and diverse stories, creating a space
for ongoing learning and open dialogue about how the events of the past
connect to the present and shape our future.
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Left to right: Ish Gupta, Katie Burton, Hildi Grob, Mary Ann Connors, Catherine
Prescott, Melissa Houston, Erika Askin, John Bradley, Charlotte Larsen.

KTM&HC was awarded a generous grant from Ridgefield
Thrift Shop to support a major restoration project for
our historic tavern. From left to right: RTS volunteer and
former KTM&HC board member Margo McEachern,
KTM&HC Board President Sara Champion, and RTS
volunteer Shirley Van Dam.

LETTER FROM THE BOARD PRESIDENT

n FY24, our dedicated group of staff and
volunteers successfully put in place the building
blocks for a strong and resilient organization
poised for mission-aligned growth and audience
engagement. We successfully concluded
our site reintegration for vastly improved
accessibility and traffic flow for pedestrians
and drivers. “When | see all four acres of the
campus today,” said one longtime KTM&HC
volunteer, “I have flashbacks of what it was
like just a few years ago. The newly integrated
campus now flows with well-designed, well-lit
pathways and expanded parking for visitors
to enjoy.”

We have focused on implementing our new
mission and vision through a new five-year
strategic plan. We have continued developing
new tours in line with our interpretive plan,
thanks to funding by CT Humanities. The

newest tour, “Creating Community,” focuses
on our site’s fascinating early 20th-century
history. On the fundraising front, our Cannonball
Gala was once again a great success, honoring
Don and Tina Sturges for their many contribu-
tions to KTM&HC and to Ridgefield.

| have been particularly involved in the
development of our museum’s and town’s
preparations for America250 — the upcoming
250th anniversary of the 1776 signing of the
Declaration of Independence. As a member
of Ridgefield’s town commission tasked with
marking this date, | am excited to help our
community plan this commemoration and
celebration.

As always, | am extremely proud of the
contributions of our Board. In June, we took
time to recognize Patty Linnon and Jenn
Hansen as they rotated off the Board — their

impressive records of service have helped

our organization thrive. We also welcomed
new members: David Yaun and Eric Johnson,
who have hit the ground running with much
appreciated willingness to donate time, energy,
and thoughtfulness to KTM&HC. Interested

in volunteering at the museum? We have
excellent opportunities for involvement — from
Board service to school program docents to
special events contributors — so please reach
out to me.

st

Sara Champion, Board President
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Judi Pankenier sits on the new bench
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one of our museum’s most valuable assets.

leadership in the planning and development
of America250 programming, most of which
will be implemented between July 4, 2025
and July 4, 2026. We’re committed to helping
audiences more deeply understand the
Declaration of Independence — its words, its
contemporary impact, and its legacies today —

At the May annual meeting — shifted from October to
better align with our fiscal year — KTM&HC Director

of Strategic Storytelling Katie Burton shared updates
about the museum’s new 20th-century tour, “Creating
Community.”

our many programs and bringing in a reliable
source of revenue as a private events venue.

To close, | want to express my appreciation for
our multi-talented staff: a group of thoughtful,
creative, and dedicated professionals who
help our small museum have a huge impact
for audiences young and old. Thank you!

74{%70% be Cor

Hildegard Grob, Executive Director

part of Connecticut’s first Cultural District,
our campus is a highlight for all visitors to
Ridgefield — local, regional, and beyond —and
as such represents a key economic driver for
the town.

Our operational support for FY24 decreased
versus FY23 largely due to lower levels of
government grants and fewer private events
in the wake of the pandemic years, a trend
generally noticeable across our sector. Oper-
ational expenses increased somewhat, which
reflects the increased complexity of our pro-

grams and operations. We used significantly
more investment income compared to FY23,
mainly for the site integration project as well
as some unforeseen tree work.

As we look forward to FY25 and beyond, our
attention will be focused on how best to
observe and celebrate America250 in 2026
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Accounting, Professional & Banking
Insurance & Utilities

Marketing
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and the Battle of Ridgefield in 2027.

Financial results charted above are

for operations only and exclude major
repairs, depreciation, and investment
activity (including investment fees).
Note that all Capital Campaign activity
is now complete.
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1. School docents participate in a school program refresher workshop in preparation for
the start of a busy spring. Volunteer docents help create fun, educational experiences
for hundreds of students every year.

2. Volunteer Tamia Sullivan, a member of KTM&HC’s dedicated Gardening Committee,
carefully maintains the herb garden in front of the historic tavern.

3. Free crafts and activities at First Sunday programs in early 2024 brought dozens
of families with young children to the site — including many who had never visited
KTM&HC before.

4. Carpenter Jan Desiato restores wooden siding, shingles, and window sills on the
historic tavern. Preservation efforts continued throughout FY24, thanks to grants
from Ridgefield Thrift Shop and the Society of the Cincinnati.

5. Staff from CT Humanities and state legislators joined KTM&HC interpreter John
Bradley as part of a tour and conversation about how museums like KTM&HC can
commemorate and celebrate the upcoming 250th anniversary of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence: America250.

6. In recognition of her many contributions to KTM&HC, high schooler Cora Meres
(pictured with Joel Third) received the Bettie Jane Third Scholarship this year.

7. Central Connecticut State University professor Dr. Anthony Martin shares insights
about archeological finds at the Revolutionary War-era encampment in Redding, as
part of KTM&HC’s Revolutionary Perspectives speaker series.

8. Coordinated by a hardworking and creative group of volunteers, the thoughtfully
curated Holiday Boutique was a highly successful fundraiser and new member
recruitment effort.

9. An enthusiastic Keeler Kids participant races to the finish line. KTM&HC’s week-long
youth programs focus on engaging young people in having fun while learning about
our site and local history.

10. The October moon helps set the atmosphere for KTM&HC’s annual Ghosts of
Ridgefield specialty tours — once again, a completely sold-out event.

11. Elementary school students pay close attention as KTM&HC educator Ish Gupta
explains the rules for skittles, a colonial-era game.

12. And ... action! KTM&HC Chief Curator Catherine Prescott (right) films an
introduction to the 2023 #HandsOnHistory exhibit, From Field to Fabric. Shot by Doug
DeMarco (left), the video orients visitors to the wealth of content and interactive
stations in the exhibit.

13. In late July, poet Marie Howe drew a huge crowd to the walled garden as part of
the Poetry in the Garden series, a collaboration between KTM&HC and Ridgefield
Poet Laureate Emerita Barb Jennes.

14. Thanks to Cannon Ridge, the Ridgefield chapter of the National Society Daughters
of the American Revolution, in April KTM&HC hosted American Revolution Experience,
an exhibit focused on the varied experiences of people living during the late 1700s, as
Americans fought for their independence from Britain. Photo by Paula Curry.

15. KTM&HC Board President Sara Champion (second from right) and Executive Director
Hildegard Grob (far right) present 2024 Gala honorees Tina and Don Sturges with the
Cannonball Award. Photo by Deborah O’Brien Photography.



This list recognizes the many people whose contributions are
the heartbeat of KTM&HC, and which might take the form of
finances, in-kind donations, volunteer energy—or all three. All

gifts acknowledged here were received between July 1, 2023

and June 30, 2024. If your employer matched your donation,

and/or you paid for membership, your name appears in the

category that captures the combined total. Please direct

corrections to the Museum office.
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Miriam G. Martinez and Roger
Restaino % ¥

Ed and Mary Beth McGarvey %

Margaret and Michael MclIntire % ¢
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Susan Olsen
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Ellen F. Scott %

Edward and Patricia Sherrick
John Sherry
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Colette Shulman %

Sabina Slavin %

Lynda and John Somma %

Anne Marie Squeo and Philip Maggi

Chris and Maria Sturges

Nathan and Sara Sved

Margaret P. Thomas %

Robert and Elizabeth Thompson %
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Lorraine Trapani

Mark and Janine Trench % ¥

Brian Truskowski and Terry
McManus

Peter and Lisa Vanderminden %

Brian and Paula Varney %

Ashley Villarreal
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David and Noana Whitehead %

Robert and Andrea Whitton
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Jonathan Winn and Amanda Curtin

Vernon Winters %

Bill and Barbara Wyman %

Robert and Doris Yates

John and Christine Zidik %

Jeanne Goodwin
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Carol and Ed Baird %
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Michael and Joyce Barbieri
Maureen Bartlett %

Stacy and Howard Batten %
Vernon and Nancy Beck %
Sandra Benti %

Elizabeth Beresford &3

Clara and Randy Black &
Carol Anne Bootle %

Craig and Cynthia Borders %
Toni Boucher %

John Bradley and Maggie Seligman %
Jennifer Browne %

Bonnie Butler %

Robert and Linda Camera %
Lee Campbell %

Barbara Cartsounis

Donna M. Case %

Michael Cech %

Joseph Chelednik

Don Ciota %

Barbara Cmiel %

Susan Cole %

Sally Coley %

Lauren Cook

John and Elaine Couri &
Marie and Richard Crai %
Helen Post Curry and Robert Curry %
Louise Dages %

Ellen Darvick %

Susanne Dennis %

% Member during FY 2022-2023

Mary Jessie Cosnard Des Closets &3
Maureen and Kenn Devane ¥
Mary Dickerson

Sharon Dornfeld %

Robin Duke %

Jennifer Egas

Jon and Barbara Elkow

Phyllis and Ted Ericson %
Elizabeth Esser %

Suzette Faulk %

Connie Fenton % ¥

Dorothy D. Fielder %

Joshua Fischer

Wolf Foust and Dominique Steiner
Jules G. Franko %

Daniel and Debbie French &
Ashley Fritz

Laura and Thomas Fry % ¢
Donna Gale %

Julianne Gallagher %

Claire Ganal % ¥

James and Patricia Gareau
Sue Goff

Wayne Goldman %

John Grissmer &

Ishaar Gupta %

Tonya Gwynn

Elise and Jay Haas &

Phillip Hegg %

Katie Higgins %

Cynthia and Andy Hoemann %
Melissa and Zachary Houston %
Robert Ingraham %

Diane Jellerette

Barb Jennes %

Katherine Ann Johnson %
Richard Kasuli &

Robert H. Keeler %

James H Keeler I1l %

Elaine Kelemen %

Robert King

Skylar Kleinman %
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Karen Kopec %

Leighann Kowalsky and Zach Grob
Caroline Kravath

Robin Krawitz

Mary and John Lee %

Rona Levin %

Patricia Ligos

Angela and Jim Liptack %

Jean Lott

Rich Lull %

Angela MacManus

Marie and Frank Madden %
Sue Manning %

Helen Mannis and Fritz Mundorff %
Robert Marandola

Richard Mazur %

Karen McChesney %

Kathleen Mcdermott %

Hilary and Frank Micalizzi & ¢
Pam Miller @

Marie Mirabell %

Pam Monder

Dolores Morgan %

Kathy and Robert Moriarty % ¥
Geoffrey and Martha Morris %
Mary Morrisroe %

Sandy and Ron Mosiello %
Carol Murray &

Judi Nadratowski

Deborah K. O’'Brien %

Keith and Janine Olsen
William and Beverly Osgood %
Paula Paccadolmi %

Felicia Paduano %

Alana and Jason Peck

Judy Pulice

Mary Alice Putnam

John and Barbara Queirolo %
Karen and Jerry Ragone %
Radna Ratnaparkhi %

Ruth Reed %

Georgiana Rescigno %

Frederick Rivard

Muriel Roberts

Pat Roche %

Theresa M. Roese % ¥
Negin Royaee

Kathryn Saunders %
Lenore Schneider %
Scott Schneider &
James Segelstein %
Therese Servas %

Darla Shaw %

Paul and Jan Siegel %
Joann L. Spence %
Carol Stoddard @
Judith and Rob Strom %
Tamia Sullivan % ¥
Margaret Thompson %
MA Tockarshewsky
Maureen Tucker % ¢
Julius Tulipani %
Shirley Van Dam %
Frances Walton %
Thomas and Nancy Weilenmann
Deborah Whittemore %
Virginia Witucke %
Barbara Wooten %
Beth Yanity %

Todd Zagorec %
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Volunteers

Laura Agisim

Sandra Barrett

Holly Bergeron

Nancy Brandon

Lindsey Connors

Joann DeBlasis

Divya Dorairajan and Supriti
Saravana

Susan Fortunato

Jane and Andy Jawlik

Deirdre Kiernan

Susan Lally

Kari Lombardo

Christopher Macris

Cathy Malloy

Lynette Mathias

Cassie and Ava McKiernan

Meghan and Olivia Mclaughlin

NCL Nutmeg Chapter

NCL Ridgefield Chapter

Angela and Ava Palmiero

John and Robin Phillips

Elizabeth Rogers

Ingrid Schaefer

Michelle and Natalie Schaffer

Ann Schier

Ginny Stoeffel

Kathleen and Sinead Tobin

Kate and Madeline Winslow

Laura Zolotorofe

Matching Gift Companies

Chevron Corporation
PepsiCo Foundation

In-Kind Donors

109 Cheese & Wine

ACT of Connecticut

adam broderick salon and spa

The Aldrich Contemporary Art
Museum

Dr. George Amatuzzi

Athletic Brewing Company

The Benjamin

Bissell Pharmacy

Sarah and Bernard Bouissou

Cellar XV

Charleston Spice Company

Chou Chou

Colonial Cleaners

Counter Weight Brewing Company

The Couri Family

Cy Collective Gift Shop

Elizabella’s Bake Shop

Alessandro Ercolano

Amanda Gabbard

Gloss Nails by Heather

Jenn Hansen

Hartford Athletic Soccer Club

Larissa and Alberto Hrabec

Interiors & Designs by Ursula

Hilary Micalizzi

Musicals at Richter

Nod Hill Brewery

Paul’s Custom Pet Food

Tina Phillips

Catherine Prescott

Reverie Brewing Company

Ridgefield Bicycle Company

Ridgefield Garden Club

Ridgefield Hardware

Ridgefield Independent Film Festival

Ridgefield Playhouse

Ridgefield Operation for Animal
Rescue

Ridgefield Running Store
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Ridgefield Symphony Orchestra
Ridgefield Theater Barn

Amy Kahn Russell

She La La

Silver Spring Golf Club

Jay Steele

Susi Laura Massage

Tablao Wine Bar & Restaurant
Joel Third

Angus Vail

W&E Transportation

West Lane Inn

David Yaun

Keeler Legacy Circle

The Keeler Legacy Circle supports
donors who would like to contribute
to KTM&HC's long-term financial
security through a bequest. Legacy
membership represents an invest-
ment in, and a stewardship of, our
museum.

Philip and Christine Lodewick
Joel Third

Friends Lost

We note with sadness the passing of
the following friends:

Aldo Biagiotti
Clancy Fauntleroy
John Fenton
Cordell Gehling
Thomas Longmire
Lee McMaster
Missy Partridge
Bart Pattie

Earl Sloan

Sylvia Sturges
Joseph Trench
Julius Tulipani
Carl Ullman
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Keeler Tavern was a FANAMANAL experience.
Just the vibe and how every one was smiling all the
time. . . . EXTRODANARY | don’t have anything bad to

say about this place.”
- Lyle, 5th grader, Ridgefield

)
Keeler Tavern Museum

and History Center




